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GUR LADY OF VILNIUS PARISH WILL ALSC CLOSE

- Although not a part of the realignment process, a decision has been made to ciose
the Parish of Our Lady of Vilnius in Manhattan. Discussions concerning Our Lady of
Vilnius began prior to the launch, of the realignment process. ' .

Our Lady of Vilmius, located at 32 Dominick Street across from the entrance to
the Holland Tunnel, is a “national parish” founded in 1905 to serve Lithuanian Catholics
then living in the New York metropolitan area. National patishes like Qur Lady of
Vilnius were originally established to serve large numbers of immigrants from a
particular couniry, for instance Germany or Italy, by providing services in their native
language and preserving their cultural and religious celebrations.

Sunday Mass attendance at Our Lady of Vilnius had decreased to approximately
100 parishioners, and the Mass was celebrated in English, not in Lithuanian, There were
virtually no weddings or baptisms at the parish in recent years. Arrangements have been
made with the Diocese of Brooklyn and the Archdiocese of Newark for the pastoral care
of the Lithuanian people. Both dioceses have parishes in which Mass is offered in the

Lithuanian language.
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